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Estes Park to host 2012 Ride the Rockies 
$5000 grant to be awarded to a local nonprofit; apply by March 16 
  

Estes Park has been selected as one of six towns that will host the 2012 Denver Post Ride the Rockies and its 
2,000 cyclists during the week-long route in June.  Riders will be in Estes Park the night of June 14 and the 
Town of Estes Park is spearheading efforts to organize the event.  Hosting comes with numerous benefits, 
including the opportunity for an Estes Park nonprofit organization to receive a $5,000 grant from Denver Post 
Community Foundation, from the proceeds of Ride the Rockies.  
 
Since originating the program in 2001, 81 grants have been distributed, totaling more than $445,000. “The 
awards are our way of saying thank you,” said Chandler Smith, Ride the Rockies tour director. “It’s a privilege 
to give back to these communities that help make Ride the Rockies possible.” To request a grant application, 
contact Elizabeth Norris, Ride the Rockies Community Relations Manager, at 303-954-6703 or 
enorris@denverpost.com, or visit http://ridetherockies.com/denver-post-community. 
 
The deadline to submit a grant application is March 16 at 5 p.m.  Grant applications are available to any 
nonprofit agencies in towns such as Estes Park where Ride the Rockies makes an overnight stop. 
Organizations need not be involved in hosting the event to apply for a grant. Award announcements will be 
made the first week of April, with the funds distributed the same day the cyclists are in that particular town. 
 
Ride the Rockies offers its host communities other benefits, including publicity, positive economic impact, 
and fundraising opportunities for local nonprofit and service organizations. Host communities support the 
tour by providing lodging, community meals and entertainment for the cyclists.  As planning continues, more 
information will be provided on how local groups can become involved. 
 
Ride the Rockies 2012 will begin in Gunnison June 10, with overnight stops in Hotchkiss, Carbondale, 
Leadville, Granby and Estes Park before ending its 442-mile trek in Fort Collins on June 15. The riders will 
arrive in Estes Park on June 14. This is the sixth time Ride the Rockies has traveled through Estes Park in the 
event’s 27-year history; the last was eight years ago.  To get involved, contact Lexy Jacobson, Events 
Coordinator with the Town of Estes Park’s Fairgrounds and Events Division at 970-577-3902 or 
ljacobson@estes.org.  To receive Town news in your email inbox, please email townadmin@estes.org. 
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